
view with Seamus McCloy on 

page 4). Owenbeg will also host a 

new GAA Academy comprising a 

state of the art strength and con-

ditioning facility (below), physio-

therapy, first aid and hydrother-

apy rooms as well as full canteen 

facilities and conference rooms.  

Derry GAA people can be rightly 

proud of these achievements but 

we must never forget the people 

who had the vision, determination 

and know-how to make this con-

cept a reality. They were years 

ahead of their time and visionaries 

at a national level. 

In 1991 a finance committee was 

established under the chairman-

ship of Claudyõs Johnny Burke. 

Operating until 2000, that com-

mittee left Derry GAA with the 

first custom built county team 

training facility anywhere in Ire-

land. Remarkably, they also left 

Derry County Board completely 

debt free in the process.  

Having raised and spent £1 mil-

lion on the facility, Derry Gaels 

were left with the legacy of what 

many now simply call 

òOwenbegó. 

In this edition of The Inside Line, 

Club Derry pays tribute to its 

predecessors and examines the 

role Owenbeg will play in the 

future of Derry GAA.  

2010 will see rapid development 

at the facility, details of which we 

now exclusively reveal. A new 

2000-seater stand (left), control 

tower and changing facilities for 

four teams will help elevate part 

of the site into the countyõs sec-

ond county ground (see inter-

It is a great personal honour for 

me to be elected chairman of 

Club Derry. We live in poten-

tially exciting times for Derry 

GAA. It is therefore appropriate 

that at this point we take stock.  

As we outline in this edition of 

our newsletter, Club Derry 

stands on very broad shoulders. 

The work of the committee first 

led by Johnny Burke had the 

vision and foresight to give the 

current and future generations a 

huge opportunity to reach their 

true potential. 

This potential will be achieved in 

terms of increased numbers 

playing our games through our 

clubs, and operating within our 

coaching structures. We seek to 

unlock potential in our young 

inter-county players through 

our development squads, and 

provide leading edge facilities 

covering all aspects of high-

performance sport. 

In order to make this all happen, 

we are embarking on a new 

drive for increased membership.  

We will be holding an informa-

tion night later in the year pre-

senting in some detail the plans 

first described here, and also 

paying tribute to members who 

have been with us from day one.  

We need massive buy-in from 

everyone in the county to fully 

realize the true potential that is 

Derry GAA, and to pay a fitting 

tribute to the men whose vision 

has given us this opportunity. 

Pat McKaigue  

Owenbeg Visionaries  
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G L A N C E  

¶ Owenbeg 

Visionaries  

¶ The men 

behind the plan  

¶ The Next 

Steps 

¶ NISC and 

Seamus 

McCloy  

¶ Coaching 

Conference 

2010 

Johnny Burke welcomes GAA 

president Christy Cooney to 

the facility his committee 

made a reality. Also present 

are GAA National Safety and 

Infrastructure Committee 

Chairman Seamus McCloy and 

current Derry County Chair-

man John Keenan.  
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òJohnny was the 

Irish Language 

Officer for the 

county. He had for 

many years been 

thinking of 

Owenbeg as a 

great area for a 

Gaelic ground, and 

his dream came 

true.ó  

   

The Men Behind Owenbeg  

In the early nineties, county 

chairman Harry Chivers and 

treasurer Jim McGuigan 

stressed the need for a 

county training facility. It was 

becoming very difficult to 

source club grounds, particu-

larly during the winter and 

spring time when clubs may 

have carried out goalmouth 

repairs etc.  

A Finance Committee was set 

up in 1991 and operated until 

2000. They left the facility 

that is now known as 

òOwenbegó to the County 

Committee completely debt 

free.  £1 million was spent on 

the first custom built county 

team training facility any-

where in the GAA.  

Over the lifespan of the com-

mittee many different people 

brought many different skills 

and knowledge to the fund-

raising efforts. 

The people behind the pro-

ject were:  

Johnny Burke, Claudy . 

Acted as chairman and treas-

urer. Johnny was the Irish 

Language Officer for the 

county. He had for many 

years been thinking of Owen-

beg as a great area for a foot-

ball ground and his dream 

came true. Played junior foot-

ball with Derry in the fifties. 

A fluent Irish speaker and an 

advocate of all things Irish. In 

his other life he ran a shoe 

shop in Claudy.  

Bernie Mullan, Ballerin . 

Secretary. Was County PRO 

at the time, he sent out eight-

een letters inviting people to 

join the Finance Committee, 

seventeen attended the first 

meeting. Current Club Derry 

Secretary.  

Sean Donaghy, Kilrea .  

The former Kilrea goalie put 

up the staggering sum at that 

time of £180,000 to purchase 

Owenbeg and accepted little 

interest on the capital sum. 

His firm Donaghy Brothers is 

one of the leading electrical 

goods suppliers in the prov-

ince.  

Patsy Forbes, Magherafelt 

and Ardboe .  

A great fund raiser, for the 

GAA in both Derry and Ty-

rone. Played for Ardboe and 

Tyrone as well as being an 

excellent boxer (in the ring), 

athlete and all round sports-

man. Has been involved with 

Tyrone senior and Derry 

under age teams. Well known 

in the kitchen and furniture 

world.  

Brian Mullan, Ballerin . 

Played with Derry in the 1958 

All Ireland final and captained 

his club to the county title a 

year earlier. An energetic 

fund raiser he was involved in 

the purchase and early devel-

opment of the pitches. In-

volved in farming and the 

construction business. His 

son Brian Og is currently vice

-chair of Club Derry. 

Colm OõKane, Dungiven.  

Owenbeg has proved to be 

his second home, Colm is the 

caretaker since the project 

got off the ground. Was in-

volved in the purchase of the 

ground. Played his football in 

defence with Dungiven.  

Seamus McCloy, Bellaghy . 

Just finished his five year term 

as County Chairman during 

which he drove forward fur-

ther improvements at the 

venue including a new playing 

pitch soon to be opened. 

Played with and has been 

involved in management at all 

levels with his club. Founder 

of South Derry Coachworks 

but currently involved in 

property and development. 

Seamus is also chair of the 

GAAõs national safety and 

infrastructure committee. 

Eddie McIntyre, Kilrea . 

Eddie won a county minor 

medal in goals with Ballerin in 

1948 and is well known 

through his founding of the 

components firm E. McIntyre 

& Sons who operate all over 

the province. Eddieõs keen 

business sense was put to 

good use.  

Mickey Donnelly, Ballin-

derry . Sadly Mickey passed 

away a few years ago but will 

always be remembered as the 

man who championed the 

cause of Owenbeg when 

others thought the distance 

was too great. Played with, 

managed and chaired the 

famous Shamrocks club of 

which he was a lifelong mem-

ber. Ran the family farming 

and poultry business.  

(continued on the next page) 
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From LHS back row  

Seamus McCloy, 

Chris McGrath, Sean 

Donaghy, Brian Mul-

lan, Colm O Kane, 

Sean Mullan, Jim 

Herron  

Front Row from Left  

Bernie Mullan, Johny 

Burke, Christy 

Cooney, Patsy 

Forbes, Noel Burke  
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Harry Kelly, Glen . 

The former Glen defender had 

great drive and energy and proved 

to be part of a great ticket selling 

duo along with Johnny Burke. 

Was the main organiser of some 

successful card nights. Harry is in 

the farming and supermarket busi-

ness.  

Noel Burke, Claudy .  

Noel a nephew of Johnny was the 

original cool man when it came to 

meetings. While others got 

heated Noel just took a pull of the 

pipe (before smoking was banned) 

and came up with the answer. 

Involved in the egg business.  

John Heron, Ballinascreen . 

Irish language enthusiast John lived 

in Claudy for a period and chaired 

the club. He played his football 

with Ballinascreen and is part of 

the widely known construction 

and property firm of Heron 

brothers. He came up with the 

idea of the £5000 donations and 

collected quite a few himself.  

Sean Mullan, Drumsurn .  

Sean was another excellent 

money raiser and teamed up with 

Brian Mullan. Played football for 

Drumsurn and also Glenullin 

when his club were not operating 

at senior level. Over the years has 

built up an extensive house build-

ing and property business.   

Chris McGrath, Glen .  Like 

Johnny Burke Chris is in the foot-

wear business.  Was a great addi-

tion to the committee and carried 

out his tasks quietly and efficiently. 

A former treasurer of the Glen 

club.  

Chris Glass, Glen .  

Chris got involved through the 

Supporters Club and did a lot of 

good work in the early days but 

his involvement in the fire service 

tied up a lot of his time.  

Tommy McGuigan, Swatragh . 

Tommy was on the committee in 

the early stages and supplied the 

first set of goalposts to be erected 

at Owenbeg.  

Charlie Bryson who played with 

Glack and Ballerin as well as being 

chairman of Limavady. He was 

involved in the first four years of 

the committee.  

Michael Burns, Ballinascreen .  

The father of well known Derry 

star Eamonn was another of the 

original committee.  

Jim McGuigan, Glen .   

County treasurer for 32 years and 

despite his busy schedule made 

time to attend as many meetings 

as possible and was very suppor-

tive.  

During the term of the committee 

the county chairmen were Harry 

Chivers, Jim McKeever and 

Gerard OõKane. 

the playing and 

marketing of 

Gaelic games, as 

well as providing 

facilities for our 

youth for genera-

tions to come. 

Later this year 

Club Derry will be 

holding an event 

celebrating the five 

year anniversary of 

its existence. We will pay tribute to 

all Club Derry members who have 

remained steadfast in their support 

of Derry GAA. 

Plans for the next period will be 

presented including pathways to 

enhance player development, usage 

of the facilities at Owenbeg, and 

how these two strands will begin 

to work seamlessly together. 

Club Derry is the rebranding and 

reworking of the fundraising efforts 

for the new age of Derry GAA. 

The members and committee 

members of Club Derry wish to 

pay tribute to their predecessors 

for all their efforts and endeavors 

down the years.  

In 2010 and over the next few 

years, we will have facilities in 

place which will allow our invest-

ments in underage coaching and 

development to fully realize their 

potential.  

The process of the evolution of 

our facilities and coaching struc-

tures will not stop however, and it 

is with the help of Club Derry 

members and the wider public that 

Club Derry will aim to help Derry 

GAA remain at the forefront of 

The Next Steps  

òThe former 

Kilrea goalie 

put up the 

staggering sum 

(at that time) 

of £180,000 to 

purchase 

Owenbeg and 

accepted little 

interest on the 

capital sum. ó  

Back row from left: Bernie Mul-

lan, Gerry Loughrey, Patsy 

Mullan, Gerard OôKane, Seamus 

Mullan  

Front row from left: Johnny 

Burke, Christy Cooney, John 

Keenan, Seamus McCloy  
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òIf Derry 

hadn't 

modernised 

Celtic Park 

the capacity 

would have 

been less 

than 2000.ó 

National Infrastructure and Safety 

Committee  
Since vacat-

ing the role 

of Derry 

county 

Chairman, 

Seamus 

McCloy has 

taken up the 

position of 

chairman of 

the GAAs 

influential 

committee 

concerned 

with Infra-

structure 

and Safety (NISC).  

Speaking to ôThe Inside Lineõ, 

Seamus has taken the opportu-

nity to elaborate on the work 

of his committee and the im-

portance of it.  

òMost people think that NISC is 

just the body that counties 

apply for a grant to for infra-

structure, while this is true it 

has a much wider roleó says 

McCloy. òNISC are responsible 

for approving all materials to a 

GAA standard e.g. synthetic 

pitches, fencing, etc. My com-

mittee is producing a book this 

year on best practises and the 

hosting of games.ó 

Casting his eye around other 

sports and beyond these 

shores, McCloy doesnõt like all 

that he sees at home: 

òHealth and safety is not taken 

seriously by any part of the GAA. 

In many counties, spectator com-

fort is non- existing. This has to 

change. Spectators are not pre-

pared to stand on grass banks in 

the rain any more. Tea, soup and 

sandwiches should be readily 

available. In the UK where soccer 

stadiums must be all seated at-

tendances rose by 25% woman 

now make up 34% of all atten-

dances.ó 

Referring to his own native 

county, and making an important 

point that all should be aware of, 

McCloy reveals: 

òLegislation is now here in the 

North where every county has 

to apply for a licence to the local 

council to host county matches. 

If Derry hadn't modernised 

Celtic Park our capacity would 

have been less than 2000.ó 

With the first county ground 

(Celtic Park) now in order, at-

tention is turning to the second 

county ground (at Owenbeg).  

òItõs not intended that these 

grounds need to necessarily 

hold many thousands of people, 

only that they can accommo-

date a few thousand in comfort 

and safety.ó 

Itõs anticipated that the ground 

within the Owenbeg complex 

will have a capacity of 5000 

(seated stand visualised below). 

The Bellaghy clubman argued 

that complaints about not host-

ing games in south Derry had 

no merit: 

òThis is the old chestnut in 

Derry because somebody has 

to travel. The maximum you 

have to travel in Derry is 40 

miles. This argument never 

comes up in Antrim where 

people have to travel from 

Ballycastle to Casement, it 

never comes up in Donegal 

where they have to come from 

Glenties to Ballybofey. It does-

nõt come up in any other 

county. 

òEvery match canõt be within 

five miles. Owenbeg is totally 

central and will be useful for a 

lot of smaller matches. Celtic 

Park is there to be used but we 

would hope Owenbeg will be 

used as much as Celtic Parkó, 

concluded McCloy. 
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Left: NISC chairman Sea-

mus McCloy with GAA 

president Christy Cooney.  

Below: The 2000 seater stand alongside 

the new sand based pitch at Owenbeg  

Above: A model of the new 2500 sq ft 

strength and conditioning suite at Owenbeg.  

Developments at 

Owenbeg will in-

clude a state of the 

art strength and 

conditioning suite 

as part of an overall 

suite of advanced 

player facilties  


