
of the tasks to foster closer local 

club and school links (this is dis-

cussed in more detail in this is-

sue).  

Club Derry chairman, John 

Keenan believes his organisation 

will play a supporting role in 

schools development in the com-

ing years. òIt is our intention to 

examine any shortfalls identified 

by the coaching staff, and where 

appropriate Iõd think our mem-

bers and committee will not be 

found lacking in supporting these 

vital lifelines of our organisationó.  

With uncertainty abound in the 

economic outlook of many busi-

nesses and even public finances, 

Derry County Board have re-

ceived a timely boost in the area 

of coaching and games develop-

ment. Club Derry has pledged 

to help secure the immediate 

future of coaching and develop-

ment programs across the 

county. 

The fundraising committee has 

helped its county board make a 

statement of intent. Speaking at 

a visit to Owenbeg Centre of 

Excellence by GAA president 

Christy Cooney, outgoing Derry 

county Chairman Seamus 

McCloy explained, òIn these 

financial times, the coaching 

budget would be the easiest 

budget to cut back on. However 

we in Derry have made the 

decision to try and hold or in-

crease our budget for coaching 

in our clubs and 

schools over the 

next three years. 

This is thanks to 

Club Derryò. 

McCloy continued, 

òEvery child playing 

our games in the 

county is now being coached by 

a member of Derry Coaching 

staff. The innovation of Derry 

Coaching staff in introducing 

youngsters to playing and staying 

with our games is helping our 

clubs to thrive, especially the 

smaller ones. The numbers join-

ing at an early age is massively 

on the increase.ó 

Derryõs coaching staff, led by 

Chris Collins, have recently 

identified up to 150 Gaelic play-

ing schools across primary and 

secondary levels. Coaches have 

been assigned to each, with one 

The period from September to 

December is traditionally con-

sidered by many as a quiet pe-

riod for the local GAA. This has 

certainly not been the case for 

Club Derry.  

Coaching camps have continued 

across all age groups and games. 

To maintain continuity through-

out the winter for our young 

athletes, we have sponsored the 

new indoor games program 

known as the Road to Croker. 

This program covers both hurl-

ing and football and is skills 

based. 

Fundraising has continued apace 

with our hugely successful 

òRace Nightó at Drumbo Park. I 

would like to thank all patrons 

and sponsors for their participa-

tion. 

Last month we extended our 

support for the GAA in Derry 

to the Scór movement. Derry 

have a proud tradition in the 

competition and through the 

hard work of the Scór commit-

tee in increasing participation in 

the county, two All-Ireland titles 

have been secured in the last 

two years. This effort deserves 

proper support. 

Finally, I would like to pay tribute 

to my two committee colleagues, 

Seamus Mullan and Bernie Mul-

lan, who were both recently 

given awards for services to 

GAA. Both men are shining ex-

amples of volunteerism and self-

lessness, principles without 

which the GAA cannot exist. 

John Keenan 
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òThe program 

helps maintain 

skill levels and 

aerobic fitness 

throughout the 

winter months .ó  

   

We urge all mem-

bers to send us an 

email address at 

which they can be 

contacted...  

The Road to Croker  

This yearõs Under 12 winter 

program will consist of an 

indoor football / hurling com-

petition styled òRoad to 

Crokeró.  All clubs who take 

part in the competition and 

conform to the set guidelines 

will be entered into a free 

draw whereby one lucky club 

will win a day trip to Croke 

Park, courtesy of Club Derry. 

Each club is expected to im-

plement a five week competi-

tion, playing the òRoad to 

Crokeró one night a week. 

Different set conditions will 

be imposed on the games 

each week. Clubs run off five 

internal blitzes. The program 

finishes by bringing clubs to-

gether to play against each 

other. 

Matches are 6 minutes in 

duration with no half time. 

The next two teams will be 

ready to start as soon as the 

previous match is finished.  

This means each player gets 

24 minutes of high intensity 

football and players are 

forced to rotate positions 

each game thus learning the 

necessary skills for that posi-

tion. 

Each week a different condi-

tion is imposed on the games 

to aid the development of 

different skills and to encour-

age the children to practice at 

home in their free time. 

Examples of Conditions: 

Week one ð Hand passing 

only, only scores fisted over 

the bar count, weak hand 

counts double 

Week two - Scores with 

weaker foot count double 

(Encourage scoring with weak 

foot) 

Week three - A goal is worth 

one point whilst over the bar 

is worth three points 

(Encourage point taking) 

Week four - Weak foot only 

(Practice skills with weaker 

foot) 

Week five - One Touch rule 

(Increase speed of thought 

and teamwork) 

At the end of the games each 

week,  clubs inform the play-

ers what the condition will be 

on the following weeks' 

games.  For example, at the 

end of week one, the players 

are informed that next week, 

scores with weak foot count 

double and so they should 

spend the week practicing 

with their weaker foot.  

Coaches also make this the 

aim for that weeks coaching 

session. 

The program helps maintain 

skill levels and aerobic fitness 

throughout the winter 

months when traditional club 

competitions have finished 

and both ground and weather 

conditions are less favorable. 

It is also importantly consis-

tent with the central council 

message of òplay and stay 

with the GAAó. 

T H E  I N S I D E  L I N E  

Membership Cards  
Each Club Derry member will 

shortly receive a membership 

card bearing their membership 

number as well as contact de-

tails for booking the allocated 

two ticket entitlement for each 

all-ticket game in which Derry 

are involved. 

In addition, we would urge all 

members to send us an email 

address at which they can be   

contacted with important and 

periodic communications.  

Please email this address to 

info@clubderry.org along 

with your name and address.  

This will greatly enhance the 

speed and efficiency of our 

communications. Your coop-

eration in this matter would 

be much appreciated. 
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The òClub Maithó programme is 

an accreditation process for clubs 

developed by the Ulster Council. 

It is about getting our volunteers 

working with others, within the 

GAA and beyond. Itõs also about 

helping to get a GAA voice at 

every level to further develop and 

promote the GAA agenda. 

The programme is designed to 

offer support to Clubs in the ar-

eas of Club Governance, Duty of 

Care, Community Enhancement, 

Promotion of language and culture 

through Scór and Coaching and 

Games Development Ad-

ministration. 

The mechanism by which Club 

Maith accreditation is attained is 

divided into four stages: Stage 1- 

Initial Application Form, Stage 2- 

Portfolio Competition, Stage 3- 

Assessment Visit (Two-hour visit 

by two assessors), Stage 4- Feed-

back and Conferment of Award. 

Clubs are then accredited with 

one of four awards Platinum, 

Gold, Silver or Bronze. 

The scheme is based on the same 

principles as that of Club Derry 

with the ideals of self-help and self

-financing very much to the core.  

It is about preserving amateur 

status through providing the best 

player experience at all levels of 

our games, and community iden-

tity through inclusiveness and 

respect. Full details along with a 

host of useful resources can be 

found on the website:  

http://ulster.gaa.ie/club-maith. 

beg and fundraising initiatives. 

Nearly 400 people have regis-

tered their interest thus far, with 

all age ranges from 13-17 

through to 55+ populated. The 

audience comprises people from 

Ireland, England, Scotland, US, 

New Zealand, Australia, Canada, 

Germany and Indonesia allowing us 

to broadcast to both the local and 

wider Derry GAA audience across 

Club Derry is now on facebook ©, 

the popular social networking site. 

Users of the site will already be 

familiar with the layout and func-

tionality, including the interactive 

nature of the facility. 

Registered users can subscribe to 

real time updates giving Club 

Derry another medium in which 

we can get communicate the latest 

developments in coaching, Owen-

the world. 

For more information, visit us at 

the address above. 

honest, weõre absolutely delighted 

with the way the event passed off, 

and the response to it. We virtually 

sold out of tickets within a week or 

so after first advertising. We re-

ceived sponsorship for all races, all 

dogs and even the hare! As we all 

know, nights like this are not possi-

ble without the support of our 

sponsors and Iõd like to thank each 

and every one for their contribution 

towards this eveningõs eventó. The 

headline sponsor for the evening 

was M&P Bradley Ltd. - providers 

of Street Lighting installation.  

Details of all sponsors can be 

found in 

the 

events 

section 

of the 

Club 

Derry 

website. 

11 Race Sponsors, 66 Dog Spon-

sors, 53 Table Sponsors, 308 

Happy Punters, 1 first for Derry 

GAA. On the nightõs evidence, it 

wonõt be the last. On a floodlit 

autumnal evening at Drumbo Park 

Greyhound Stadium near Belfast, 

Club Derry held their latest fund-

raiser. 

Club Derry chairman, John 

Keenan, expressed his satisfaction 

with the eveningõs work: òTo be 

Night at the Races  

www.facebook.com/clubderry  

ò11 Race 

Sponsors, 66 

Dog Sponsors, 

53 Table 

Sponsors, 308 

Happy 

Puntersó  
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òClub Derry is the 

single biggest 

sponsor of all 

aspects of the 

GAA in Derry. 

That includes Scór 

as a vital 

component of an 

overall mix of 

language, sport 

and culture.ó 

All -Ireland Success 

Scór  
Which branch 

of the GAA in 

Derry deliv-

ered an All-

Ireland title in 

2009? Hurling? 

No. Football? 

No. It was 

Scór.  

Itõs a little 

known fact that 

in the Official 

Guide of the Gaelic Athletic 

Association, Rule 4 states as a 

clear objective, the following: 

"The Association shall actively 

support the Irish language, 

traditional Irish dancing, mu-

sic, song and other aspects of 

Irish culture." The Scór com-

mittee of Derry does exactly 

this and more.  

This important work is now 

being supported by Club 

Derry.  Traditionally known 

as the fundraising body be-

hind underage coaching and 

infrastructure projects in the 

county such as Owenbeg 

Centre of Excellence, Club 

Derry has now given its sup-

port to the fostering of all 

aspects of Irish culture in the 

county. The organisation will 

sponsor all prizes for the 

county level competitions. 

Club Derry Vice Chairman 

Gerard OõKane (pictured left)  

explained, òClub Derry is the 

single biggest sponsor of all 

aspects of the GAA in Derry. 

That includes Scór as a vital 

component of an overall mix 

of language, sport and cultureó.  

Scór organisers in Derry seem 

equally happy about the part-

nership. Mickey Convery, 

chairman of Scór Dhoire com-

mented, òWe are delighted to 

have the support of Club 

Derry. Scór is an integral part 

of the GAA and it is fitting that 

Club Derry are supporting our 

promotion of cultural activi-

tiesó 

Derry seem  to be on a bit of a 

roll in the competition. The 

2009 All-Ireland Ceili Dancing 

Champions were Watty Gra-

hams, Glen. The 2008 solo 

singing champion was Niamh 

McGlinchey from Erinõs Own, 

Lavey. Many other examples of 

artistic talent can be found in 

the Scór competitions across 

the county. However, it is not 

all about winning.  The empha-

sis of the committee is on 

participation as much as win-

ning All-Ireland titles.  

The organisation is divided in 

two sections. Scór na nÓg 

caters for the younger GAA 

members while Scór Sinsear 

caters for adult members. It 

helps energise communities, 

fosters pride in place and 

culture alike, while simultane-

ously providing another out-

let for the talent of local peo-

ple.  

Scór extends the net of the 

GAA in Derry beyond those 

who are talented on the 

sporting fields. A vibrant Scór 

is representative of a vibrant 

people. For this reason it 

deserves the support of Club 

Derry and the wider public in 

County Derry. 

three consecutive years 

from 2006-2009, the group 

took the All-Ireland title 

earlier this year. 

After performing for the 

audience (including GAA 

president Christy Cooney) 

at the county prize giving 

dinner last month, the 

group were presented with 

The dancers of 

Watty Grahams, 

Glen have 

achieved an out-

standing level of 

success over the 

past number of 

years. 

Holders of the 

Ulster title for 

a Club Derry Achievement 

award by John Keenan in 

recognition of their success. 

The Glen dancers are: Bren-

dan Rogers, Cathal 

McGuckian, Conor Boyd, 

Ronan Lowry, Nuala Convery, 

Rebecca Ferguson, Fiona 

Harte and Mairead Woods. 

T H E  I N S I D E  L I N E  

Left: Club Derry vice 

chairman Gerard OõKane 

with Scor chairman 

Mickey Convery.  

Niamh McGlinchey from 

Erinõs Own, Lavey won the 

All -Ireland title for solo 

singing in 2008. 


